
President's Message by Dick Meyers
A recent article in the Newark Star-Ledger caught my eye because it concerned one of our sister organizations,
the Linden Historical Society. It seems that the Society's president and vice-president were accused of steal-
ing The History of Linden, a four-volume tome written in 1935, from the Linden Free Public Library.

According to the article, the Society's officers checked the books out of the Library in 2004 and never returned
them, hence, the charges of theft; the defendants however, claim that a resolution passed by the town council
designated the Society as the “repository” for Linden's historical documents. In denying the volumes were
stolen, the LHS president is quoted as saying, “It is impossible to steal something that is legally yours.”

The article reminded me that I had first seen Jesse Selover's three volumes on The History of South River at
the South River Library while researching my Peterson roots. It was a fascinating read, and when my research
led me to my very first contact with the South River Historical & Preservation Society, I learned that it, too,
had copies of Selover's work.

But I wonder, now, as the SRH&PS president, if we lacked the Selover text, would I go so far as to claim the
Library's copies as our own? Would I attempt to “liberate” them from the Library and end up ensnared in the
criminal justice system? I would respond, “Absolutely not,” but in the world of the hypothetical, there are no
absolutes.

To help keep me on the straight and narrow, you need only continue your generous ways. To date, the Muse-
um houses more than 15,000 items relating to South River's long and storied past, but more is better. If you've
been thinking about donating memorabilia or manuscripts, please do: their preservation will be assured; local
historians will thank you; and I will thank you, as well, for perhaps delivering me from temptation.

A Visit to the First Reformed Church of South River
The General Membership Meeting for June was held at the First Reformed
Church of South River, located on Thomas St. After the SRH&PS business
portion of the meeting, church historian Karen Sullivan gave an informative
PowerPoint presentation on the one-hundred year history of the church origi-
nally called the Hungarian Reformed Church. The program provided a series
of interesting highlights in the life of the church, popularly known as the
“Rooster Church.” Following the presentation, attendees were encouraged to
tour the historic premises.

Delicious refreshments were provided by church members. To conclude the
evening, the Society was presented with a copy of the “100 Years of the
Church” booklet and a DVD of the presentation.

Thank you, members of the First Reformed Church of South River, for a most
enjoyable evening.
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Remaining 2007 Meetings: September 26, November 28
These Wednesday night meetings convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly known as
the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building), located at 64-66 Main Street, South River. The
Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:

October 7 November 4 December 2

Karen Sullivan presenting the
history of the First Reformed
Church of South River.
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2007 SRH&PS Calendar- $7.00
Previous years also available - $6.00

Old School Baptist Church print
by Joseph Csatari
Numbered limited edition print 13” x
15 ¾”, unframed, includes brief biog-
raphy of the artist and history of the
Old School Baptist Church building -
$25.00

Commemorative 200th

Anniversary Old School Baptist
Church Medallion Ornament
(South River Museum) - $10.00

Commemorative Book in Celebra-
tion of South River's 275th
Anniversary, 1720-1995
Over 90 pages of text & photos -
$10.00

Wooden Plaque of the Old School
Baptist Church
Made from timber from the original
portico columns - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cards with Envelopes
Features an early photo of the
OSBC; Set of 5 cards - $2.50
Set of 10 cards - $4.00

Thomas Street School Centennial
Celebration (1885-1985)
24-page souvenir program includes a
detailed construction history, ca.
1885 photo of the school, lists of ear-
ly staff and administrators, lists of
graduates from 1893-1911, and
more. Also receive a brick-by-brick
drawing of the school by South Riv-
er Middle School Art teacher Charles
Bissette. - $3.00

SRH&PS Hat
Blue with white lettering and a
picture of the Old School Baptist
Church - $5.00

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

This & That
• Plan now to be at the the next General Membership Meeting on

Wednesday, September 26. Featured will be Chuck Eckhardt and
Bob McAvoy, co-authors of Our Brothers Gone Before, a two vol-
ume compendium of New Jersey burials of those who served in the
Civil War. The book is the result of what has been called “the most
comprehensive and detailed New Jersey historical and genealogical
research project ever conducted.” The meeting begins at 7:00 p.m.

• While SRH&PS works to preserve the past, Friends of South River
Parks has its eye on the present. Visit this vibrant group's website at

http://www.friendsofsouthriverparks.com/

• The Sayreville Historical Society has reopened after being closed for
construction to provide handicapped access. Visit them at 425 Main
St., Sayreville, on Sundays between 1:30-4:00 p.m.

• Donations needed: Archival storage materials (e.g., acid free folders,
boxes, etc.), and South River memorabilia, such as photos, yearbooks
and other school items, and materials related to businesses, churches,
and community groups.

• Wanted -- Information on:
1. Neil's Smoke Shop, possibly located on Ferry St. Closed prior

to 1970.
2. the life & times of James DeVoe (1798-1874), Hamilton DeVoe

(1842-1912), & Alfred DeVoe (1874-1928).

In the SRH&PS Website Guest Register

Greetings From...
John Gavel, Melbourne, Florida (Jan. 17, 2003)
I grew up at 26 Washington Road on the Sayreville side of the South River
bridge in the 50's having been born in 1947 when my parents lived on
Reid St. The site brought back a lot of pleasant memories; buying my first
paperback book for 35 cents in a drug store on Main Street, picking up
hard rolls and jelly doughnuts from the bakery by the Russian church and
the Sunday newspaper at Becker's, catching night-crawlers on the White-
head mansion lawn to go fishing with, the hitching post by the doctor's
office on Main, Boyce's Diner and many, many others. I'm a medically
retired Air Force Officer and sometimes a trip to the “golden past” makes a
day more pleasant. Thanks!

Robert A Holmes, Tokyo, Japan (Dec. 1, 2005)
I was born in South River April 9, 1935 in a little home at Main and Exton
Streets. My mother's name was Voorhees, daughter of James Voorhees
and my father was Raymond Holmes, son of Robert Holmes of George
Street. Other relatives included Holt's of Hillside avenue and Doeler's also
of Hillside Ave. I plan to visit South River with my wife Yoko in Febru-
ary - first time in about 40 years.
Thanks for the pictures and history.

(Look for more entries from our Guest Register in the next issue!)

www.friendsofsouthriverparks.com/
http://www.friendsofsouthriverparks.com/


It's Love that Really Counts
South River residents Edward Whitehead and Theresa
Levinson were in love and wanted to get married, but
according to an article in the February 2, 1889 issue of
the New York Times, they faced a major hurdle:
Levinson was a Hebrew, and because Whitehead was
not, her parents stood firmly against the marriage. It
was then, the Times reported, that the young lovers
“took matters into their own hands.”

While dancing at a ball given by the Crescent Club,
which counted Theresa among its members, the couple,
said the Times, made a decision: they would continue
to seek her parents' permission to be married, but with
or without it, Edward and Theresa would become hus-
band and wife.

The article states that late in January, Theresa traveled
to Brooklyn, with Edward soon following, and on the
evening of January 30, they were married by a Brook-
lyn clergyman. The newlyweds then returned to South
River to break the news, but if they were expecting the
worst, their fears were for naught: “All has been forgiv-
en by the bride's parent,” reported the Times, “and they
will tender the couple a reception next week.”

It seemed, perhaps, that the loving couple might live
happily ever after, for Theresa gave birth to their first
son, Russell, in 1890, and to their second, Milton, in
1894. But on April 22, 1899, just months after their
tenth wedding anniversary, Theresa passed away at thir-
ty-four years of age.

If you have occasion to be in South River's Monumen-
tal Cemetery, you might wish to visit Teresa's gravesite
and pay your respects to a woman who, when it came
to spending her life with the man she loved, would not
take her parents' “No” for an answer.

This Ol' House
In 1954, Rosemary Clooney sang about a beloved
homestead in such disrepair that it was “getting ready
to meet the Saints.” If you have a pre-1940 home in
similar shape and would like to restore its original char-
acter, perhaps the chair of our Historic Buildings &
Sites Committee, Ken Roginski, can help.

Ken, who spearheaded the effort to save and restore the
Whitehead mansion on Main St., is offering SRH&PS
members free consultations on historic renovations. He
can be reached at 732-462-4623 or through his website,
www.OldHouseGuy.com.

Crossword Puzzle Contest
Apparently, Stephanie Bartz doesn't have enough to do,
chairing the SRH&PS Artifacts Committee and serving
as Webmaster of our Internet site. Now she's taken it
upon herself to produce the crossword puzzle on p. 5,
“South River, Past and Present.”

Working on the puzzle will not only provide valuable
exercise for your gray matter and most likely increase
your knowledge of South River history, but it may also
win for you two very nice prizes: a free 2008 SRH&PS
membership and a free 2008 SRH&PS calendar.

To have any chance of winning, you must first com-
plete the puzzle; next, write on it your name and phone
number, and either
a) mail it (or a copy) to

SRH&PS
P.O. Box 446
South River, NJ 08882

or...
b) scan it and send as an email attachment to

SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

From among those whose puzzles are correctly filled
in and postmarked or emailed by November 1, 2007,
one name will be randomly selected to receive the
prizes. We hope that name will be yours!

A Film You Don't Want to See
You won't find this film in
your neighborhood theater,
but you will find it in your
neighborhood museum: it's
the window film designed to
protect artifacts and docu-
ments from heat, infrared
rays, and ultraviolet light
rays. Most of these films,
however, contain metals and
dyes, and the result is a shiny
blue or red tint.

The SRH&PS, however, con-
tracted with Glas-Tint, LLC
to install on the Museum's
windows a newly patented
ceramic window film free of

metals and dyes: all it does is protect, and in that
regard, it is among the most highly rated of all window
films. The Society believes it has made a wise invest-
ment in one of the best films you'll never see.

Glas-Tint's Brent, install-
ing the new window film..
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www.OldHouseGuy.com.


South River,
Past and Present
© 2007, South River Historical & Preservation
Society, Inc.

Hint: Most of the answers can be found
on the SRH&PS website:

http://www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/

ACROSS
1. Tabernacle and Union
5. Tanner's ______
8. Park named for a mid-twentieth century recreation

commissioner.
9. Originally known as Public School No. 3
12.Current function of the Old School Baptist Church.
13.School torn down in 1994
16._____ Emeth
17._______ United Methodist Church
19.Nonpareil ____
20.Mined for making bricks
22.South River became one of these in 1898
23.Nickname for South River's first jail
25.Second largest ethnic group in South River
28.Loyal Order of _____
29.A sloop or schooner
30.South River Waist and _____ Company
31.Former bridge linking South River and Sayreville
33.Third largest ethnic group in South River
35.Campbell School yearbook
39.______ Engine Company
41.Street originally named Cemetery Avenue.
43.Local resource used in making bricks, tile, and pottery
46.Citizen's ____ burned in the fire of 1908
47.South River was formerly part of this Brunswick township
48._______ High School
49. South River Historical & Preservation _______
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Created with EclipseCrossword — www.eclipsecrossword.com

DOWN

1. _______ Bush Church of God in Christ
2. Fruit shipped through South River in the 1800s
3. ________ Hook & Ladder
4. Mystery author born in South River
5. Washington Monumental
6. _______ River Railroad
7. Lunepp Lace & __________
10.Formerly housed in the War Memorial building
11._____ Stadium
14.Imperial _____ Center
15.1918 epidemic
18.Indians of the area
21.American ______
24.Field named after a former mayor and athletic director
26.Fourth largest ethnic group in South River
27.Street where the post office is located
31.______ Christi Roman Catholic Church
32.High school (abbrev.)
34.Benevolent and Protected Order
36._______ Ballroom
37.High school yearbook
38. Founder
40.___ School Baptist Church
42.Largest ethnic group in South River
44.Street that runs through the center of town
45.St. ____ of Ostrabama
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www.rootsweb.com/~njsrhps/
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