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President's Message by Dick Meyers

Constantly faced with monumental issues like global warming and lesser difficulties like $3.00-per-gallon
gasoline, we yearn for the day when solutions to these and other problems will be found. In the meantime,
though, we need refuge- and | know where you can find it!

- Twelve Sundays per year, the South River Museum is open to the public, and at a minimum, two docents
arerequired. If you've never served as a docent, we'll provide al the training you need, and you'll dlways
have an experienced docent at your side. (Asabonus, when there are no visitors, you can acquaint your-
self with the more than 5,500 items in our inventory.)

- Nineteen Fridays per year are designated as “Worknites’ at the Museum. From 6:00 p.m. until 8:00 p.m., we
do what needs to be done, such as shelving newly catalogued items and setting up and taking down displays.
Y our presence will help us do more and do it more quickly.

- Twelve committees attend to the Society's needs, and the size of each committeeis largely determined by the
number of memberswilling to serveonit. You'll find alist of the committees on page 2; let us know which
oneyou'd like to join.

Asindividuals, we can make but small contributions toward solving the world's problems, but we can make
major contributions toward helping the South River Historical & Preservation Society be the best that it can
be. | urge you to participate, and if you do, you may be surprised to discover that it becomes a passion. |
speak from experience: that's what happened to me.

All's Wdl That Ends Wdll

After New Brunswick residents Peter Bergen and Emily (Mollie) Williams ‘ STATE QF MW JERSIY. 3/]?
took their marriage vows in South River, perhaps they should have stayed MARRIAGE RETURN. |
here. Instead, following their March 4, 1888 wedding at the Tabernacle Bap- || v 12
tist Church, the newlyweds returned to New Brunswick, and that's when their '
troubles began.
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According to an article in the March 22, 1888 edition of the New York Times,
the bride belatedly broke the news to her mother, who was so incensed that fen
she “locked her up in aroom and refused to allow Bergento see her.” In “*
response, the husband vowed to get a court order forcing his mother-in-law to ||, % |
give him “possession” of his wife. 1’!5_1&&“%“'1%%# Citepe 5

At

Whether or not it took the courts to reunite the couple is not known, but the

1900 Census does show Peter, Emily, and their 12-year-old daughter residing in a house on Railroad Ave. in
New Brunswick. After getting off to such arocky start, let us hope they lived happily ever after.

SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY CALENDAR

2007 Meetings: June 27, September 26, November 28
Except for June 27 (please see “This& That,” p. 5), these Wednesday night meetings convene at 7:00 p.m.
at the South River Museum (formerly known as the Old School Baptist Church/War Memoria Building),
located at 64-66 Main Street, South River. The Museum is also open to the general public from 1:30 until
3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:
Julyl August5 September 2 October 7 November 4 December 2
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2007 Executive Board

OFFICERS
Dick Meyers
President
Ann Rafano
Vice President
Marilyn Anastasio
Secretary
Brian Armstrong
Treasurer
Marilyn Anastasio
Immediate Past President

TRUSTEES
Katherine Bitow
JoAnn Devlin
Carol DeVoe
Paul Goepfert
Kathleen Hyland
Art Londensky
Lee Meyers
Judy Olcsvay
Delores Roginski
Edwin A. Roginski
Karen Satterthwaite
Elaine Sicknick

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Marilyn Anastasio
Harold Armstrong
Helen Armstrong
Warren Booraem
Woodis Booraem
Ann Rafano
Earl Wenger (deceased 2004)

COMMITTEES

Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz
Buildings & Grounds -
Ann and Bob Rafano
Calendar - Doris Miller
Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert
and Paul Goepfert
Grants - Brian Armstrong
Historic Buildings & Sites -
Ken Roginski
Hospitality - Ann Rafano
Membership - JoAnn Devlin
Newdetter - Dick Meyers
Program - Elaine O'Neill, Ann Rafano.
and Karen Satterthwaite
Publicity - Iris Schmitt
Web Ste - Stephanie Bartz

Borough's Russian Community Honored

Continuing our theme of the Religious Communities of South River, the
April 25 General Membership Meeting was held at Ss. Peter and Paul
Russian Orthodox Church. Father Garretson gave a history of the Ortho-
dox religion and of the Church. He noted that, before a church was

built, members of the congregation would meet near the railroad tracks
on Whitehead Avenue and walk to Our Lady of Victoriesin Sayreville
to hold services. By 1905, he said, the first church had been built on the
site of the present school, but it was hit by lightning in 1917. Father Gar-
retson concluded by describing the parts of the current church, built in
1967, and the significance of the icons.

Michael Borak, alife-long member of the church, described what it was
like growing up in “Russian Alley,” which ran from Whitehead Ave. to
Kathryn St. He noted that, while the church was the center of the fami-
lies activities, Schack's Tavern (currently RiaMar Restaurant) served as
the Russian immigrants center for information.

At the conclusion of the program, refreshments were served in the
school auditorium.

Father Garretson (left) and Michael Borak at the Church.
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Lunch at the White House
by Myles Robert Garrigan

“Franklin, | have some boys here to see you.”

“Show themin, Eleanor.”

| can still hear those words today between the President
and Mrs. Roosevelt.

| had come along way from the halls of South River
High School to the halls of Congress and the corridors
of the White House. Here | was, standing outside the
President's office with the First Lady and other pages.

| was overseer of the Republican pages. The First
Lady had invited the Congressional pages to lunch.
Needless to say, it was an exciting day.

The menu was chicken, mashed potatoes and peas -
standard Washington fare. | forgot what we had for
dessert. We sat at round tables - eight of usto atable,
and Mrs. Roosevelt visited each table and chatted with
us.

After lunch she announced we would go upstairs and
visit the President. | had ridden up in the elevator with
her, and it deposited us outside the President's office.
The door was dightly gjar. She pushed it in gently and
made the above announcement.

We all went in and stood in a semi-circle around the
President's desk. We spent 15-20 minutes with him.
He explained afew mementos on his desk. For thelife
of me, | wish | could remember what he said. In retro-
spect, | believe | wastoo excited. Also, | am writing
this 64 years later.

Let's go back alittle bit. | became a page in February
1941, having been appointed by Congressman William
H. Sutphin (Dem. Third District of New Jersey). May-
or John F. Fitzpatrick, who taught Physical Education,
had recommended me. He was also coach of the base-
ball and basketball teamsin the High School. Coach
stopped me in school one day and showed me a letter
from Congressman Sutphin, which said that the Patron-
age Committee of the U.S. House of Representatives
had awarded him a page position. The letter went on to
request that the coach pick aboy for the job. He asked
meif | wanted to go to Washington. He gave me two
weeks to decide. Thiswas agreat honor.

At thispoint it isusually said “And therest is history!”
And off | went. Boy Garrigan goes to Washington!
Not without trepidation. | had never been away from
home before - |et alone for along period of time. |

lived with my aunt Bea (Beatrice Stults). She would
be all done. | wasleaving my classmates. It was my
Senior High School year. My class gave me a Hamil-
ton watch as agoing away gift, and | till haveit.

ROBERT GARRIGAN “Scotty”

Class President; German Club; Athletic Associa-
tion, Vice-President; Etiquette Club, President; Jun-
ior Play; Cheerleader, Captain; Senior Play.

South River, Washington, D. C.—or Kalamazoo, and
it's still the same—always kidding, always making
friends, always likeable Scotty. A “natural” as an
actor, a hard and loyal worker as class president, a
great fellow for a lot of fun, a “smoothie” on the
dance floor, a gentleman, and—well, by gosh, just
a real nice person—that’s Scot. He's just right as
S. R.s “Ambassador of Good Will.”

Garrigan's entry in his 1941 SRHS Oriflamme yearbook. He
was also class president and is now living in Springfield, Ma.

Charles Houserman and Kermit DeV oe drove me to
Washington D.C.- they were friends of Mayor Fitz-
patrick. We stopped in Hyattsville, Md. at aHot
Shoppe for supper. The Hot Shoppe is aforerunner to
the Marriott Corporation.

My first impression of Washington was an exciting and
dramatic one - riding down Maryland Avenue and see-
ing the Capitol dome lit up in the distance. We had
arrived in the early evening and went directly to the
Continental Hotel to spend the night.

Next morning we went to Congressman Sutphin's
office for introductions and a short visit. | went to Con-
gressman William Col€'s office. He was from Mary-
land and chairman of the Patronage Committee. After
introducing myself, | was sent to the doorkeeper's
office in the Capitol, where | signed the appropriate
documents (payroll). The doorkeeper was Joe Sinott.

Findly, in late afternoon, | was taken to a boarding
house on Maryland Avenue behind the Supreme Court
building. Thiswould be my home away from home. |
became an official boarder - even developing a
“boarding house reach.” There were two meals a day,
breakfast and dinner. | lived on southern bisquits and
apple butter, avoiding hominy grits and collard greens.
A southern lady ran the boarding house.

It was survival time. A severe case of homesickness
overtook me. Thefirst weekend | went home by train.
Union Station was three blocks from the boarding
house.

Astime went by, | became more involved in page activ-
ities, playing on the basketball team, coached by Con-
gressman Gerald Landis of Indiana. | got to know my
fellow pages.

cont'd.onp. 4




The Capitol Page School was located in the basement

of the Capitol. Classes started at 6:30 A.M., and by
10:00 A.M, we were on the floor of the House of Repre-
sentatives, filing the Congressional Record for the pre-
vious day under the members' seats. Then we would

go back down to school for an hour and return at 12:00
noon for the opening of the day's session.

Among the many duties, the pages delivered docu-
ments and messages to congressmen's offices.
| graduated from the
Capitol Page School in
Juneof 1941. It wasthe
first formal public gradu-
ation ceremony, and it
was held in the Caucus
Room of the Old House
office building. There
were eight in the class.
The programincluded |
music by the Navy Band [§&
and an address to the
graduates by the Speak-
er of the House, Sam
Rayburn. The school
was not accredited then,

Being a page during the dramatic international, politi-
cal time leading up to WWI1 was an exciting and educa-
tional experience. It allowed me to be an observer of
events taking place, that would change all of our lives.
For instance on December 7, 1941 - the day Japan
attacked Pearl Harbor |, along with others, found

myself parading up and down in front of the Japanese
Embassy. It was adramatic and electrifying moment.

Y ou had to be there. The next day | wasin the House
Chamber as we declared war on Japan.

| 1t also opened up

& many vistasfor me. It
" allowed meto goto
George Washington
University Night
School. After serving
34 monthsin the
Army Air Force, |
was discharged on

* Dec. 8, 1945 and went
. back to GWU and got
- aBA inInternational
. Affairsin 1948.

It also allowed meto
~ have“Lunch at the

L4t

but it is now part of the
Washington D.C. school
system. | also graduat-
ed from South River

Garrigan, second from left, graduating from the Capital Page School in
1941. Shaking hands with the graduates are (left) Speaker of the House of
Representatives Sam Rayburn and (right) Congressman Knute Hill
(Democrat - Washington).

White House” - a
memory that | trea-
sure!

High School.

Enough of this back-tracking, let's go back to the
future. After meeting the President, Mrs. Roosevelt
took usto the White House theater, where we saw the
movie “Keeper of the Flame” with Spencer Tracy and
Katherine Hepburn. We left the White House in the
late afternoon. It was a sunny spring day in Washing-
ton D.C.

One of my more memorable moments was being pre-
sent at the joint session of Congress on December 8,
1941 - the day Presdent Roosevelt gave his “Day of
Infamy” speech, and the ensuing “Declaration of War”
against Japan.

There was one “NQ” vote cast against the declaration,
and that was by Congresswoman Jeanette Rankin (R-
Montand). | was standing next to her in back of the
chamber - she had come out of the Republican cloak-
room and ran back in immediately after her vote. | did
not know it at the time, but she had also voted against
WWI.

Love & Pets: A Two-way Street

Dogs and cats are by far the most common pets today,
but in the 19th century, many families had pet horses.
One such family was that of Dr. Dehart, who lived in

South River in the late 1800s.

It was Dr. Dehart's daughter who actually owned the
horse, and after she died in January, 1887, the New
York Times reported in its January 14 edition that some-
thing very odd happened: the horse, according to the
article, “showed unmistakable signs of grief” and
“acted strangely ever since.”

The horse, however, did not act strangely for long,
because aweek after the girl's death, the horse also
died. The cause of death? Said the article, “the family
was convinced that he died of abroken heart.”

I




Many Roles for the South River Museum

Through the combined efforts of the SRH& PS and Rev. Jeffery J.
Broughton Sr., pastor at the Union Baptist Church, Odyssey HealthCare
hosted its annual Community Memorial Service at the South River
Museum. Held on Thursday, May 17, the service was led by Chaplain
Cynthia Brady and Rev. Broughton. Over twenty people attended.

Then, on Thursday, May 24, third grade students from the South River
Elementary School, Corpus Christi School, and the Darul Argam School
visited the South River Museum. The museum tour was part of Mayor
Szegeti's Government Day. In classroom size groups, almost 200 stu-
dents were given atour of the Museum and the church cemetery. The
tours were conducted by Patricia Gawarkiewicz and Executive Board
members Doris Miller, Ann Rafano, and Elaine Sicknick.

This& That

* The Society's next salute to South River's Religious Communities
takes place at the General Membership meeting on Wednesday,
June 27, at 7:00 p.m. Both the meeting and the program will be
held at the First Reformed Church (formerly the Hungarian
Reformed Church) on Thomas S.

» Although South River's annua Memorial Day parade began under
threatening skies, the sun broke through and viewers were treated
to one of the longest lines of march in recent memory. Marilyn
Anastasio, Kathy Bitow, and brothers Lee and Dick Meyers repre-
sented the SRH& PS at the May 28 event.

*  Wanted: Information on the Soyka family. Matthew Soyka, son of
John and Veronica, was born in 1922 and grew up in South River.
Matthew joined the Army in 1941 and later married Arline. Any
additional family history, anecdotes, etc. would be appreciated.

* The Society will be holding a“Lawn Sale” at the Museum on Sun-
day, July 1 (1:30-3:30 p.m.) and Thursday, July 19 (“Cruise Night,”
6:30-8:30 p.m.). Bargainsin electronics, memorabilia, more.

* Donations needed:

1. Archival storage materias (e.g., acid free folders, boxes, etc.),

2. South River memorabilia, such as photos, yearbooks and other
school items, and materials related to businesses, churches, and
community groups.

3. Videotapes of SRH& PS programs, interviews with residents
recalling South River's past, and events taking place in the Bor-
ough are being copied to DV Ds so that visitors to the Museum
can easily and comfortably view them. Thereis, though, one
small problem: our outdated computer has neither aDVD drive
nor the capacity to install one. The donation of anew or used
computer with drives for reading and writing DVDs, USB ports,
and a 200gb or larger hard drive to hold other materials of inter-
est to Museum patrons would be most gratefully accepted and
acknowledged. (Ditto for aflat screen monitor.)

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

2007 SRH& PS Calendar- $7.00
Previous years also available -
$6.00

Old School Baptist Church print
by Joseph Csatari

Numbered limited edition print 13”
x 15 %", unframed, includes brief
biography of the artist and history
of the Old School Baptist Church
building - $25.00

Commemor ative 200"
Anniversary Old School Baptist
Church Medallion Ornament
(South River Museum) - $10.00

Commemorative Book in Cele-
bration of South River's 275th
Anniversary, 1720-1995

Over 90 pages of text & photos -
$10.00

Wooden Plaque of the Old
School Baptist Church

Made from timber from the origi-
nal portico columns - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note
Cardswith Envelopes

Features an early photo of the
OSBC,; Set of 5 cards - $2.50

Set of 10 cards - $4.00

Thomas Street School Centenni-
al Celebration (1885-1985)
24-page souvenir program includes
adetailed construction history, ca.
1885 photo of the schooal, lists of
early staff and administrators, lists
of graduates from 1893-1911, and
more. Also receive abrick-by-
brick drawing of the school by
South River Middle School Art
teacher Charles Bissette. - $3.00

SRH&PSHat

Blue with white lettering and a
picture of the Old School Baptist
Church - $5.00
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i . ) ) SOUTH RIVER, NJ
pHistorical & Preservation Society, Inc. o8
64-66 Main Street

P.O. Box 446

South River, New Jersey 08882

Phone us: 732-613-3078
Email us. SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com
Visit our Website: www.r ootsweb.com/~njsrhps/

2007 SRH&PS Membership Application Form

Date Annual Dues Categories

Please check one: d New O Renewal QO Gift (from ) U Adulis* 310,00
O Students $5.00
O Family* $15.00

Please print your name clearly as it should appear on membership listing:

Name (Mr., Mrs., Ms.): (# of family members )

iness/Corpors 525.0
Addvess: U Business/Corporate  $25.00

U Lifetime (Individual) $250.00
City: State: Zip:

*For multiple memberships, please
» X attach a list of additional names
Phone: ( ) E-mail: to this form.

U I would like to donate an additional amount of $ (Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter)

This gift is U in honor of U in memory of

Total amount enclosed:$ d Cash [ Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Ine.”)

Send your application and dues payment to: SRH&PS Membership

P.O. Box 446 (All dues and contributions are tax-deductible)
South River, NJ 08882

U My company has a matching gift program. Company Name:

Company's address:

As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Ine. is eligible to receive matching gifts. If your employer participates in such a program.
please send matching gift forms with your membership donation. The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.




