
                            

 

     

 

President's Message by Dick Meyers
Given New Jersey's long and storied past, I was only mildly surprised when an Internet search identified over 
150 “historical” societies, associations, and commissions in the Garden State.  More surprising, however, was 
finding but four “historical and preservation” organizations within that group, including of course, our own.   
And though there's little doubt that preservation is of some interest to those organizations whose names lack 
the term, to be explicitly mentioned emphasizes its importance.  Clearly, it was of major concern to our 
founders, Ann Rafano and Florence Clayton, and I believe the SRH&PS has met their expectations.

In the South River Museum, for instance, more than 5,500 artifacts have been catalogued and safely stored;  
the Society has been instrumental in preserving the two War Memorials in front of the Museum, the WW I 
Memorial Plaque inside the Museum; the cemetery behind the Museum, including the famous Frazee Urn; 
and the Museum, itself, as closely as possible to its original incarnation as the Old School Baptist Church.

Of late, the Society has become involved in trying to help preserve the former Whitehead house at 126 Main 
Street.  Now owned by the Tabernacle Baptist Church, the structure is being readied to serve as the residence 
of the Church's pastor, Rev. Charles Johnson.  In January, Ken Roginski, Nan Whitehead (granddaughter of 
the original owner, Edward Whitehead), and I were given a tour of the house by Rev. Johnson, and we later 
talked with him about the role the SRH&PS could play in maintaining the structure's grandeur.  Ken presented 
the pastor with a number of suggestions, and while nothing has been decided, it's quite possible that SRH&PS 
volunteers may help in refinishing some of the exterior items, such as the railings and doors.  

This organization has accomplished a great deal in its eighteen years of existence, and there's nothing to sug-
gest it plans to rest upon its laurels.  We can all take pride in knowing that the South River Historical & Preser-
vation Society is living up to its name.

SRO for February Program 
The Museum was filled to capacity for the General 
Membership meeting of February 28.  Featured 
was an enjoyable program presented by Reverend 
Jeffrey Broughton, Sr., First Lady Dawn Brough-
ton, and members of the Union Baptist Church of 
South River.  Highlights included a brief but infor-
mative history of the congregation and a selection 
by the Church's choir.  Reverend Broughton's con-
cluding remarks called for continued dialogue 
between community and church.  

Following the program, refreshments were served, 
and many members of the congregation renewed 
old friendships with members of the Society.
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               2007 Meetings: April 25, June 27, September 26, November 28
  Except for April 25 (see “This & That,” p. 3), these Wednesday meetings convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South 
  River Museum, located at 64-66 Main Street, South River.  The Museum is also open to the general public  
  from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:

  May 6     June 3     July 1     August 5

Rev. Jeffrey Broughton, Sr. (center) and First Lady Dawn Broughton 
(to his right), surrounded by members of the Union Baptist Church 
of South River. 
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Katherine Bitow
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Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz
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Ann and Bob Rafano
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and Paul Goepfert
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Membership - JoAnn Devlin

Newsletter - Dick Meyers
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and Karen Satterthwaite
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Special Acknowledgments
   BEQUEST
   Edward Price generously bequeathed $10,000 to the South River 
   Historical & Preservation Society.  The society graciously accepted   
   the donation.

   2007 CONTRIBUTORS (from 2/07 - 4/07)
   Alice & Anthony Agnone Lorraine Nisonoff
   Karen L. Bradford                  Jeanmarie Ruch
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   Eleanor R. Eppinger                  gift from Johnson & Johnson
   Barbara & Robert Jensen       Richard P. Smith
   Maureen McCallion               Alexis & John Stashkevetch
   Lorraine McDonald               Mary Zarski

   CONTRIBUTIONS IN HONOR OF
   David A. Sliker by Sliker Machine Werkes LLC

   CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY OF
   Jontel Cohn by Woodis & Warren Booraem
   Dr. Maxwell S. Golden by Rosalie Golden
   Ted Kadela by Hilda Kadela
   Emily Miller by Alice & Anthony Agnone, M. Louise Fitzpatrick
   Bert Palo, Teacher SRHS by Sy Palo

   BUSINESS MEMBERS
   Appleby Insurance Co.    Polish Army Veterans Assoc. of 
   Attributes, Inc.          America, Post 208
   Brown & Brown Metro, Inc.    Saints Peter and Paul Russian 
   Conklin United Methodist          Orthodox Church
      Church    South River Moose #165
   First Reformed Church of    South River Rescue Squad
      South River    Union Baptist Church
   Holy Trinity Episcopal Church   Witty's Liquors Inc.
   Imperial Music Center

CORRECTIONS

CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY OF
My Aunt Beatrice Stults by Myles Garrigan (February Newsletter)

MEMBERSHIP
Vivian Kitchell (November Membership List)

Trolley Makes Appearance in SR
Passers-by stared in wonder at the beautiful red and gold vehicle parked 
in front of the South River Museum; few, if any, had ever before seen a 
trolley in South River.  

However, on Sunday, March 11, the trolley did, indeed, arrive.  The 
Museum hosted morning and afternoon visits from a total of fifty-two 
passengers who had taken advantage of the Middlesex County Cultural 
& Heritage Commission's annual “Trolley Trek.” 
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Outbound Male(s)
South River had begun the 1800s 
exporting peaches and other pro-
duce, then turned its attention to 
sand and clay, and later, to bricks. 
But in the dawn of the twentieth 
century, the borough seemed ready 
to export...bachelors?

If one can believe the New York 
Times, that's absolutely true!  The 
paper's August 4, 1905 edition ran 
a “special” article on page 7 focus-
ing on South River's “Excess of 
Bachelors.”  Finding that it had 
453 more male residents than 
female, with all of the males being 
single, the borough sought to share 
the bachelors with New Bruns-
wick, where women outnumbered 
men.  Our neighboring city's 
response to this generous offer was 
not recorded.

How, though, did South River man-
age to accumulate this overabun-
dance of unmarried men?  A look 
at the 1900 Federal Census reveals 
that at least 331 were “imports” 
from eastern Europe, at work in the
borough's brickyards!

2007 SRH&PS Calendar- $7.00   
(previous years also available- 
$6.00)

Commemorative 200th 
Anniversary Old School Baptist 
Church Medallion Ornament 
(South River Museum)- $10.00

Commemorative Book in Cele-
bration of South River's 275th 
Anniversary, 1720-1995 (90+ 
pages of text & photos)- $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note 
Cards with Envelopes (features 
an early photo of the OSBC) Set of 
5 cards - $2.50; 
Set of 10 cards - $4.00

  SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

This & That
• The SRH&PS salute to South River's Religious Communities con-

tinues at the April 25 General Membership meeting with a program 
on Sts. Peter and Paul Russian Orthodox Church.  The meeting will 
be held at the Church Hall, located behind the Church.   

• A permanent exhibit detailing the “Colonial History of New Jersey” 
opened on January 25 at the Middlesex County Courthouse, 1 JFK 
Square, in New Brunswick.  The exhibit is a project of the Middle-
sex County Arts Advisory Committee. 

• The previous newsletter included a request for information on the 
burial site for Ronald Wyatt, a South River resident who became a 
casualty of the Vietnam War on October 28, 1966.  At the February 
General Meeting, a member of the Union Baptist Church informed 
us that Ronald was returned to his home town of Madison, Georgia 
for burial. Apparently, he was born there, but was living with his 
uncle's (Jessie Massey) family here in South River when he was 
drafted. 

• What goes up.... A special thanks to Fred Goff and Lee & Maureen 
Meyers for their help in taking down the Museum's holiday decora-
tions.  

• Those with an interest in New Jersey history have a wonderful 
online resource in the New Jersey Gazette, a quarterly electronic 
newsletter produced by the New Jersey Historic Trust, the New   
Jersey Historical Commission, and the Division of Archives and 
Records Management.  Issues can be accessed at                                
    http://www.nj.gov/newsletter/njgazette/backissues.html 

                                         cont'd from p. 2
Participants boarded the trolley in East Jersey Olde Towne Village in 
Piscataway, and the trek took them on tours of East Brunswick and 
South River.  The high points were stops at the towns' museums, which 
are listed on both the New Jersey and National Registers of Historic 
Places.

Serving as the trolley's conductor and tour guide was East Jersey Olde 
Towne Village's Director of Programs, Mark Nonesteid.  Kathleen 
Hyland, Dick Meyers, Ann Rafano, and Iris Schmitt greeted visitors 
and served as docents at the South River Museum.  
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 Scouts Visit 
 In January, Cub Scouts from Pack 4
 Tigers and Pack 83 Wolves visited 
 the Museum and took part  in a 
 Scavenger Hunt. 

 Each boy was given a sheet of facts    
 about a Museum artifact, and, after 
 locating the item, shared informa-
 tion about it with the rest of the  
 group.  Refreshments were served 
 at the conclusion of the hunt.

 Thanks are given to Lucia Bonsante    
 and Denise Kohlmayer for calling us  
 to arrange the tour. 

 Pack 83 Wolves:
 left to right  (standing)- Lucas       
 Ribeiro, Christopher Williams, 
 Nicholas Malgioglio; front  
 (kneeling)- Christian Kohlmayer
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