
                            

 

     

 

President's Message by Dick Meyers
I've worn a full beard for most of the past forty years.  The current one dates back more than a decade, and 
beneath it, I'm sure my face has a few added wrinkles, those craggy lines of aging that are part of the human 
condition.  South River, too, has had a changing 
face, forever adding new wrinkles.  While some, 
such as empty storefronts, might be associated 
with advancing age, others suggest an increased 
vitality.  Take, for example, the Borough's grow-
ing immigrant population. 

In 1900, the Federal Census recorded data on 
2,792 South River residents, of whom 1,155 
were foreign born, including one born “at sea.”  
Two countries, Poland (293) and Germany 
(285), accounted for half of the borough's immi-
grants, and seventeen other countries accounted 
for the remainder.   

Fast forward to the 2000 Federal Census, which 
shows that, in a population of 15,322, an estimat-
ed 4,032 had taken their first breaths on foreign 
soil.  While immigrants made up a smaller pro-
portion of South River's population than they 
had in 1900, there were about three and one-half 
times as many in 2000.  Replacing Poland and 
Germany as the leading sources of emigration, 
however, were Portugal (1,049), Brazil (416), 
and Mexico (375), which together accounted for 
46% of the non-native residents, with the rest 
emigrating from more than fifty other countries!  

Clearly, the population has become more diverse, and that translates to vitality.  True, the Borough no longer 
has the German Presbyterian Church, but it has added, among others, the Redeemer Presbyterian Brazilian 
Church; true, Schack's Hall has closed its doors, but in its place is Ria Mar, part of a culinary kaleidoscope 
that now includes Beijing, Cuzco Peruvian Cuisine, Portuguese Fisherman Restaurant, and River Thai Cui-
sine.

This vitality is also reflected through innovations such as the Cultural Alliance Festival, which was initiated 
last year, and the SRH&PS programs highlighting South River's religious and ethnic communities.  So while 
it's true that the passage of time can be debilitating for an individual, it can be invigorating for a community- 
and you need look no further than South River for proof!
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 2007 Meetings: February 28, April 25, June 27, September 26, November 28
 These Wednesday meetings convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum (formerly known as the Old         
 School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building), located at 64-66 Main Street, South River.  The Museum 
 is also open to the general public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:

February 4    March 4    April 1    May 6    June 3

This page from the 1900 Census lists fifty men living in the same build-
ing on Ferry St. and working at Bissett's Brick Works.  Forty-nine are 
immigrants from seven European countries.
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The final program of 2006 was a feast for the eye, the ear, and most cer-
tainly, the palate!  “Celebrating the Greek Community of South River” 
was presented by the Koukourdelis/Mpovolis family (photo, below), 
and featured a history of the Greek people in the Borough, replete with 
music and authentic costumes.  After listening to an explanation of the 
many kinds of Greek food displayed, the membership was treated to a 
sumptuous Greek dinner.

Special Acknowledgements:
2006 - 2007 CONTRIBUTORS (from 9/ 06 - 1/07):
Margaret & Donald Calnan
Douglas E. Heine
Michael E. Trega
Betsy & Norman Triznadel
Barbara Westergaard

CONTRIBUTIONS IN HONOR OF:
Major John E. Weck, U.S. Army Retired by Mae E. Weck

CONTRIBUTIONS IN MEMORY OF:
Joseph Aschettino by Ann & Anthony Aschettino
Walter & Stanley Gardner by Maria S. Gardner
William & Theresa McIlvaine by William McIlvaine
Emily Miller by Warren Booraem, Woodis Booraem, Dorothy E. 

        Canino, Hilda Kadela, Ida Kamich, Helen E. Piatt, Dolores & 
        James Pope, Ruth & Lloyd E. Pulda, Ann C. & Robert C. Rafano, 
        Diane & William Toye, JoAnne & Steve Senko, Betsy & Norman 
        Triznadel, Eliane & Emiel Verloove, and Marilyn & Thomas 
        Anastasio
 Joanne Sivess by The Senko Family  

My Aunt Beatrice Stultz by Miles Garrigan
Madeline & Fred Loveland by Ruth Nole

The Executive Board and members of the SRH&PS offer heart-
     felt condolences to the family of Emily Miller.  Mrs. Miller was 

a member of the society since 1989 and served as a Trustee from 
1992 to 1997.

SRH&PS 
2007 Executive Board
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Greek Culture Feted at Annual Meeting        

       



2007 SRH&PS Calendar- $7.00   
(previous years also available- 
$6.00)

Old School Baptist Church print 
by Joseph Csatari (numbered lim-
ited edition print 13” x 15 ¾”, 
unframed, includes brief biography 
of the artist and history of the Old 
School Baptist Church building) - 
$25.00 

Commemorative 200th 
Anniversary Old School Baptist 
Church Medallion Ornament 
(South River Museum) - $10.00

Commemorative Book in Cele-
bration of South River's 275th 
Anniversary, 1720-1995 (90+ 
pages of text & photos)- $10.00

Wooden Plaque of the Old 
School Baptist Church (made 
from timber from the original porti-
co columns) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church Note 
Cards with Envelopes (features 
an early photo of the OSBC) Set of 
5 cards - $2.50; 
Set of 10 cards - $4.00
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 SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

This & That
• The SRH&PS salute to South River's Religious Communities con-

tinues at the next two General Membership meetings with pro-
grams on the Union Baptist Church (February 28) and Saints Peter 
and Paul Russian Orthodox Church (April 25). 

• Complementing this month's “President's Message” are charts in 
the South River History section of our website showing “the num-
ber of foreign born residents listed by country, as identified by the 
U.S. Bureau of the Census in 1900 and 2000.”  Interestingly, only 
Poland was in the top ten nations of origin in both Censuses.

• Wanted: Information on the burial site for South River's Ronald 
Wyatt, a casualty of the Vietnam War.  Records show that Ronald 
died on October 28, 1966, but his final resting place was not given. 

• The article, “Town snapshot: South River,” appeared in the Decem-
ber 28 edition of the Star-Ledger's Middlesex Ledger.  In addition 
to presenting a wealth of information about the Borough, the three-
quarter page article featured an an interview with our webmaster 
and chairwoman of the Artifacts Committee, Stephanie Bartz.  

• Wanted: Information concerning Frederick Cramer (Crammer) who 
emigrated from Germany and, as a New Jerseyan, became a Cap-
tain in the Revolutionary War.  Documentation is needed on his 
marriage to  Elizabeth Willett in 1775 and on the birth of their son 
William in 1776.  

• Thanks to Marilyn Anastasio, JoAnn Devlin, and Ann Rafano for 
decorating the South River Museum's Christmas tree (photo, right).  
While Santa left plenty of presents, he left no I-Pods or X-boxes 
nor anything requiring batteries.  All the Museum's visitors needed 
to have fun with these presents was a healthy imagination! 

From Russia, With Love
The SRH&PS has received its share of long 
distance emails, but the first one from Russia 
arrived in January.  It was sent sent by 
Sergey Grinevich, who informed us that his 
great grandfather had been in the United 
States at least one hundred years ago, and 
upon returning to Russia, he brought with 
him a coin Sergey thought we'd find of inter-
est.  Attached to the email were photographs 
of the gold-colored promotional coin from 
The First National Bank of South River 
(right), and the writer asked that we accept 
them for inclusion in our museum.
  
Our thanks to Sergey for sharing this artifact 
with us, and if any of our readers could date 
the coin, both Sergey and your editorial staff 
would be most grateful. 

Christmas 2006 at the OSBC



  Date _______________       Annual Dues Categories
q Adults*   $10.00

  Please check one: q New    q Renewal    q Gift (from ______________________________) q Students  $5.00 
  q Family* $15.00

  Please print your name clearly as it should appear on membership listing: q Business/Corporate    $25.00
q Lifetime (Individual)  $250.00

Name (Mr., Mrs., Ms.): ________________________________________________________    
                                                 
 Address:__________________________________________________________________             *For multiple memberships, please 

attach list of  additional names
     City: ___________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: __________ to this form.

                    
Phone: (_____)___________________ email: __________________________________

  Total amount enclosed:$________________   q Cash    q Check (Please make check payable to “SRH&PS, Inc.”)

  Send your application and dues payment to:    SRH&PS Membership
             P.O. Box 446                     (All dues and contributions are tax-deductible)

                     South River, NJ  08882                               

      q My company has a matching gift program.  Company Name: ______________________________________________
  Company's address: _______________________________________________________________________________

  As a tax-exempt corporation, the SRH&PS, Inc. is eligible to receive matching gifts.  If your employer participates in such a program,
  please send matching gift forms with your membership donation.  The Society's fiscal year is January 1 to December 31.

      q I would like to donate an additional amount of $_________________
          This gift is   q in honor of   q in memory of ___________________________________________________________

    Gifts will be recognized in our newsletter.
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  South River 
  Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

64-66 Main Street
P.O. Box 446
South River, New Jersey 08882

First               Initial  Last

Phone us: 732-613-3078      
Email us:  SouthRiverHistory@gmail.com

Visit our Website: www.rootsweb.com/~njshrps/


