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President's M essage by Dick Meyers

Although | come from along line of Methodists, made my confirmation in what was then the Presbyterian
Church on Washington St., enjoyed many evenings as ayoung teen at South River's CY O dances and Knights
of Columbus roller skating rink, and was married first, at St. Mary's of South River and then at the Unitarian
Church in Princeton, | don't see myself as a particularly religious guy. Bethat asit may, | take satisfaction in
the fact that presentations at many recent SRH& PS meetings have focused on the Religious Communities of
South River, and for good reason.

Firgt, it's simply the right thing to do. While SRH& PS serves the community-at-large, the term “community”
has as many connotations as there are common interests on which people base their alliances. Residents may,
for example, form or join groups based on age (youth and senior citizen organizations), ethnicity (The Polish
Falcons, The Italian-American Club, et al.), and of course, religion. Since South River has more than twenty
houses of worship and religious schools, the town's religious communities represent a significant portion of
the population and therefore deserve a significant portion of the Society's attention.

Secondly, by sharing with others our beliefs and rituals, we gain familiarity with the unfamiliar. Thishelpsto
clarify misconceptions and to promote understanding and tolerance, ultimately leading to a more respectful
and closely knit community-at-large.

At our next meeting, September 27, the program should help to further that goal. In the spotlight will be
Moshe Aaron Y eshiva High School, which makes its home in the former Willett School. 1'm looking forward
to the evening, and | hope you are, as well.

SOUTH RIVER'S RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES

Burning Bush Church of God / Darul Argam Islamic School Moshe Aaron Y eshiva High School
New Hope Pentecostal Church 8 Thomas St. 34 Charles St.
199 Whitehead Ave. Evangelical Church Of the Passionist Provincialate /
Child Evangelism Fellowship Assemblies of God Portuguese Apostolate
146 Main St. 44 Mageira St. 80 David St.
Christian Life Fellowship Center  |First Reformed Church Redeemer Presbyterian Brazilian
7 Grochowiak St. 40 Thomas S. Church
Congregation Anshe Emeth First Russian Baptist Church 34 Ferry St
88 Main St. 105 Hillside Ave. St. Euphrosynia Belarusian Greek
Conklin United Methodist Church [Holy Trinity Episcopal Church Orthodox Church
82 Main St. 90 Leonardine Ave. 284 Whitehead Ave.
Corpus Christi Church ligreja BatistaMissionariaDaFe | St. Mary of Ostrabrama Roman
100 James St. 201 Whitehead Ave. Catholic Church
Corpus Christi School Jesus Is The Only Solution 30 Jackson St.
80 David St 56 Ferry St. cont'd. on p. 3

‘ SOUTH RIVER HISTORICAL & PRESERVATION SOCIETY MEETINGS

2006 MEETINGS: These Wednesday meetings convene at 7:00 p.m. at the South River Museum
(formerly known as the Old School Baptist Church/War Memorial Building),
SEPTEMBER 27 located at 64-66 Main Street, South River. The Museum is also open to the

genera public from 1:30 until 3:30 p.m. on the first Sunday of each month:
September 3 October 1 November 5 December 3

NOVEMBER 15
(Annual Meeting)




SRH& PS

2006 Executive Board

OFFICERS
Dick Meyers
President
Elaine O'Neill
Vice President
Marilyn Anastasio
Secretary
Brian Armstrong
Treasurer
Marilyn Anastasio
Immediate Past President

TRUSTEES
Martin Adler
Katherine Bitow
JoAnn Devlin
Carol DeVoe
Paul Goepfert
Kathleen Hyland
Art Londensky
Judy Olcsvay
Edwin A. Roginski
Karen Satterthwaite
Elaine Sicknick

HONORARY TRUSTEES
Marilyn Anastasio
Harold Armstrong
Helen Armstrong
Warren Booraem
Woodis Booraem
Ann Rafano
Earl Wenger (deceased 2004)

COMMITTEES

Artifacts - Stephanie Bartz
Buildings & Grounds -
Ann and Bob Rafano
Calendar - Doris Miller
Fund Raising - Joann Smith-Goepfert
and Paul Goepfert
Grants - Brian Armstrong
Historic Buildings & Sites -
Ken Roginski
Hospitality - Ann Rafano
Membership - JoOAnn Devlin
Newdetter - Dick Meyers
Program - Elaine O'Neill and
Karen Satterthwaite
Publicity - Iris Schmitt
Web Ste - Stephanie Bartz

South River's First Historian

If there were no
oneto record and
pass aong for pos-
terity South River's
rich history, it
would be a shame,
indeed. Thankful-
ly, the borough has
been blessed with
people like current
Town Historian,
Woodis Booraem,
and her predeces-
sors, Earl Wenger,
Paul Schack, and '

Jesse Selover. No 5 »
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Reid'slegacy isan

eclectic assortment
of treasures. These
include his bulging

less important, how-

ever, were the earli-
Except for the signature, this photo of Reid isidentical to
one in what he called, “The Badger Album.” Beneath the

er contributions of
R. Van Dyke Reid.

album photo, Reid wrote, “Taken by Dickinson, New
Brunswick. March, 1898”

scrapbooks of news-
paper clippings, dating as far back as the 1840s and stretching into the
early twentieth century. One scrapbook focuses on marriages, another
on deaths, athird on politics, and yet another on South River society. A
man of many talents, Reid was a skilled surveyor who, in 1851, drew a
map of South River (then called Washington), showing on each street
not only the residences, but the residents' names, aswell. Hewasaso a
photographer, leaving behind hundreds of photographs of people and
places during the period 1891-1906, and he contributed his editorial
skillsto the town's first newspaper, the South River Review, which
began and ceased publication in 1904.

Born in South River in 1833 to John and Martha (nee Snedeker), Reid
graduated from Rutgers in 1856, and returned to earn an advanced
degreein 1859. He taught at local schools and was Sunday School
Superintendent at Concklin (the original spelling) Methodist Episcopal
Church before moving to Monmouth County, where he taught and
served as school principal in severa towns. Reid also worked as a bur-
sar on steamships and was Town Clerk in Red Bank for more than a
decade before returning to South River.

R(ichard) Van Dyke Reid passed away in 1915, but his sense of history

survives him, preserved in text and photos for your enjoyment and
enlightenment at the South River Museum.
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Educational Center Continues to Evolve

The Thomas Street school building
has served its purpose well, having
been home to South River's Public
School No. 1, High School, Junior
High, and Middle School. Continu-
ing the tradition of academic exel-
lence, it now houses the Darul
Argam Islamic School.

Principa Ismael Khalil, in his
presentation at our June meeting,
noted that the school opened in
September of 2002 “to provide a
basic Islamic education” for chil-
dren. Thisfall, it will service
children from pre-school through
the tenth grade.

After detailing the school's education program and answering questions
from the audience, Principal Khalil led atour of the school, where he
opened all areas of the building to us. While much was familiar, many
changes were obvious. Locker rooms, for example, have been replaced
by an air-conditioned cafeteria, and what had once been the Industria
Artsroom is now a pre-school classroom, made more inviting with a
soft blue rug.
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Principal Ismael Khalil of the Darul
Argam Islamic School speaks at the
June Meeting.

The evening was enjoyed by all, especialy since everyone on the tour
had a connection to the school either as students, parents of students, or
teachers.

This& That

*  Wanted: Information on a murder/suicide in South River involving
the name ZANDER. Can anyone help?

* Crime! Mystery! Tales of the Supernatural! If you have South Riv-
er-related stories to share with our readers, please contact us. |If
used in the newsletter, of course, you'll be credited in the text!

* Wanted: Advertisments for SR businesses owned by RING family
(1900-197?); Public School No. 1 records, 1904, for student sur-
named RING, DZIEKIEWICZ, KWASNY, or KWASNEY - first
name Felix. Please email ringgeneal ogy @email2me.com

Special Acknowledgements:

2006 CONTRIBUTORS (from 5/06 - 8/06):
Judith G. Smith, Maureen McCallion

CONTRIBUTIONSIN MEMORY OF:
L ouise Jensen, by Charles and Gladys Sicknick

The Executive Board and member s of the SRH& PS offer
our condolencesto thefamily of Barbara Goff.

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES
(cont'd. from p. 1)

St. Stephen Protomartyr Roman
Catholic Church

20 William St.
Saints Peter & Paul Russian
Orthodox Church

76 Whitehead Ave.
Tabernacle Baptist Church

130 Main St
Union Baptist Church

72 Washington St.
Y eshiva High School of Central
New Jersey

34 Charles St.
World Revival Ministries

45 Ferry St
World Worship Center

85 Main St

SRH&PS GIFT SHOP

Commemor ative 200"
Anniversary Old School Baptist
Church Ornament (South River
Museum) - $10.00

Commemorative Book in Cele-
bration of South River's 275th
Anniversary, 1720-1995 (90+
pages of text & photos)- $10.00

Wooden Plaque of the Old
School Baptist Church (made
from timber from the original por-
tico columns) - $10.00

Old School Baptist Church
Note Cardswith Envelopes
(features an early photo of the
OSBC) Set of 5 cards - $2.50;
Set of 10 cards - $4.00

2006 SRH& PS Calendar
(previous years also available) -
$6.00

Old School Baptist Church
print by Joseph Csatari
(numbered Iimited edition print
13" x 15 %4, unframed, includes
brief bi ography of the artist and
history of the Old School Baptist
Church building) - $25.00
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Joseph Newman is painting Dr. Bissett's residence, on Main street.

Pastor Horner will preach “About Our Neighbors’ Sunday morning, and “The Best Thing for Our
Times” in the evening.

N.W. Clayton and Wm. V. Van Zant took an auto ride to South Amboy Monday.

The Polish people will partition off a portion of their church for school purposes and Clayton and
Pierson will make the seats and desks.

Capt. John W. Wilcox visited relatives here on Monday.

It is rumored that measures are being consumated for the organization of a Reformed church in the
borough and that the use of the Old School Baptist church has been secured in which to hold services.

The members of the Baptist Church held a successful harvest home Thursday evening.

Theo. S. Bright, the grocer, has mysteriously disappeared from home, leaving last Sunday without
any explanation. Hiswife closed the store Monday. Hanisford Greenleaf, of New Y ork, to whom
Mr. Bright had given achattel mortgage for money loaned, has given George Radcliffe power of
attorney to sell the grocery stock.

A scow load of stone for repairs to the macadam on Main street arrived Monday.

Augustus Cheeseman, janitor of the public schoool, was taken ill on Friday night with what was
supposed to be typhoid fever, but later developed as dysentery. Saturday he was taken to Wells
Memorial Hospital, where heisimproving. Harry Coleisjanitor pro tem.




