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THE DEDICATION - SEPTEMBER 12, 1999

If a building could talk... from its inception as a Baptist church, its conversion to a free public library,
Iater as the boro clerk’s office and now as a public meeting place, museum, and the home of the South
River Historical & Preservation Society.., what a remarkable story the Old School Baptist Church would
tell of its great heritage.

The ceremony held on September 12, 1999 was well attended, South River Historian, Earl Wenger,
solemnly delivered the invocation, members of Boy Scont Pack #4 presented the flag and salute. Mayor
Donna Balezs and Freehold Director David B. Crabiel spoke. Robert C. Rafano, President of the South
River Historical & Preservation Society, traced the illustrions history of the building.

The community turned out and the Qld School Baptist Church welcomed all with open arms.
Accessible to the public were the interior of the museum with its unique displays including pertraits of the
| Willett sisters, a communion service from the 0ld School Baptist Church, a collection of arrowheads, 2
bell which wes forged in South River, a collection of Civil War tomes, artifacts of the industries in South
River, banners, and the cemetery located behind the building,

Refreshments were provided and served by South River Girl Scouts and Seociety members under a
canopy furnished by Rezem's Funeral Home,

Joseph Caatari, a renowned lacal artist, sipned prints of his sketch of the Qld School Baptist Church
for interested visitors.

Over 200 visitors
! attended the Dedication
Day ceremony
and festivities,

. Members of the South

: River Historical and

Preservation Society

were on-hand o assist

& visitors, answer

& questions, and

M discuss artifacts,

& The restoration of
the Old School Bg}tist

i Church — an

undertaking of

significant magnitude —

was worth the efforis,

The Old Schoo! Baptist

Church now stands

as & tribute fo a1l who

believed in her.

Sunday, September 12, 1999
2:00 p.m.
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President’s Report
by Robert C. Rafano

Who sayps drears don’t come true?

After many years, many meetings and many prayers, the restored Old School Baptist Church
was finally dedicated on September 12, 1999,

What a great day it was!

The weather was perfect and we were honored to have the Chairman of the
New Jersey Historie Trust, Frecholder Director David Crabiel and over 200

South River residents and friends in aitendance. Our museum will
The visitors were awed and impressed with the transformation of the build-  be open the first
il!g and growads. &‘n@p of every
It was a truly grest day for South River and an even greater day for the So-
. ) month from
ciety. 'We now have 2 home and South River now has a museum! 1:30-3:30
Our museum will be open the first Sunday of every month from - 3G pn.

1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 2nd at other times for groups by appointment.
On October 22nd, all 3rd grade classes from the South River Elementary
School hixd the opportunity to visit the museum and cemetery as part of Government Day.

[ cannot begin to thank the members and friends of the Society for all the support, hard work, [
and financial backing that helped make this dream come true. I
On 2 personal note, 1 would like to thank all of those members who assisted me during my two

years as President of the Society. 1 have never met a more dedicated group of people.

Membership - |
by Woodis Booraem !

IN MEMORIAM

Since its mcorporation on October 3, 1998, the Society has suffered the loss of five of its
founding Trustees: tYE T

LLEWELLYN CLAYTON - 1989 I
FLORENCE CLAYTON - 1994
ELIZABETD APPLEBY CHANDO - 1999
WILLIAM A. REICHENBACH, JR. - 1999
AUDREY M. SCHEIDIG - 1959

LLEWELLYN H. CLAYTON retired as president and co-owner of the former Clayton Lumber
Company and was very active in community affairs. -
FLORENCE CLAYTON, wife of Llewellyn Clayton, retired from the Monroe school

district and wss one of the founders of the S.R. Women's Club.

ELIZABETH A. CHANDO, wife of the late Leon, retired from the South River schoo! district.
WILLIAM A, REICHENBACH, JR., ofien referred to as “Mr, South River”™ because of his
many interests in the history of South River and community affairs, served as Borough Clerk
from April 1956 to February 1987 and as a barough councilman from Janusry 1999 to July 1991.
AUDREY M. SCHEIDIG retired from the Spotswood school district and was a past president of
the S, R. Wemen's Club.
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Dedication Ceremony 2:00 P.M.
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The Dedication Committee gathered to awail the ribbon Rebert C. Rafano and Mavor Balazs cut the
Cufling. ribbon o open the museum,
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Cormmunion sct and chairs from the
Old School Baptist Church,

Bell forged in South River

is on temporary loan from ThlllgS of the Past...

the Fazekas family.




South River Historical & Preservation Society, Tne. |

Architect Herb Githens
congramlated Beb Rafano, |
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Joseph Csatani signed I. Csatari’s Print
his prints of 1the OSBC.
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...with People of the Present. g - GO A |

Doris and Emily Miller sold :
calendars, plagques, ormaments and
T-shirts for the Society.
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of attention.

Girl Scouts
froms South
Raver baked
and scrved
relreshiments.
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The Dedication Speech of September 12th
by Robert C. Rafano

1 have heard that buildings develop a personality or character of their own as they grow
older. 1have beard that a building almest becomes a living thing. Iwas always skeptical of
these, thinking this could pot possibly be true, but since I have been dealing with this
building, my skeplicism has diminished. This building has develaped a personality,

And I suggest that if it could speak, it would tell of its beginnings in 1805, It would el
how a Baptist community in Washington, New Jersey purchased this property and huilt a
church facing the river, This site extended up and down Main Street and back to

Washington Street.

I+ would tell about all the sailhoats and schooners that plied the waters of the South River
and the Raritan Bay.

It would tell of how the town prospered znd how the congregation grew so that the
building had to be enlarged to incluzde a second floor and how the main entrance was
changed 1o open onto Main Strect as it does today.

[t would tell about its parishioners, some of whom were sea captains, Captains that plied
the waters of the Raritan Bay, New York Barbor, the coast of New Jersey, and the scas of
the world.

1t would tell of a particular Captain, Daniel B. Martin, whe hecame Enginecr in Chicf of
the United States Navy.

1t would tell of the early citizens buricd in its churchyard— especially Jane Frazee—
whose grave is marked by a marble urn, sculpted by her husband, John Frazee, who is rec-
ognized as the “father of American Sculpture.™

It would tell bow the congregation grew smaller and in order te pay the bills, sold of f
parcels of the land. There remained about 1/3 of the original heldings,

Ultimately, it became necessary to sell the church.

In 1922, it was sold to the South River Froe Public Library Association, The building

i was rejuvenated and became South River's first public library, and it continued as

that until 1979,

The library then moved to a mew building, and this buildiog became the offices of the
Borough Clerk, and the home of TV 35, As the building grew older, it started to
deteriorate. In 1995, the Mayor and Council, at the urging of the Historic Society, applied

I for and received a grant to restore this building.

I wonder how the building must have felt at ¢hat time, knowing that it was going to be
rehabilitated and restored. ¥ am sure, when that resolution was passed, this building must
have beeo filled with joy.

Finally, we are here today 1o celebrate this building. This building has served its commu-
nity continugusly since 1805 as & church, a library, a Clerk’s Office, and now as 2 museum
and depaository for the history of this wonderful town.

I wonder how it feels today. I wonder what it wonld say teday.

I think it wonld like to say to the voters of the state of New Jersey, “Thank vou for

passing ihe New Jersey Historic Trust Bond”, 1 thiok it would like to say, “Thaok you to
the New Jersey Historic Commission for the grant of funds for this restoration and
rehabilitation™,

I think it would like to say to the Mayor and Covncil of a few years ago, “Thaok xou for
appropriating the money, thaak ¥ou for not letting me die, thank you for bringing me back
to life™.

I think it would like to say to the members, the officers, and the trustees of the South
River Historical Preservation Society, and to the citizens of South River, “Thank you for ngt
forgetting me,”

1 think it would say to all of ua gathered bere today, “There cannot be a future
without a past™




South River Historical & Preservation Society, Inc.

NON PROFIT QRGANZATION
Box 545- UBSU%"E'?TEE
South River, New Jersey 08882 R BG
PERMIT NC. 82
SOUTH RIVER, NJ
QRBE2
Annual Meeting Wednesday, November 17 at 6:30 p.m. at the OSBC Museum.
Please attend! Dinner will be provided by the Trustees.

“SHOW & TELL® Night (Optional: Please bring an artifact)

THANK YOU for making the dedication a success!
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