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As of November 1,
1997, the Society has
125 members, ' com-
pared to 118 members
for 1996.

If you join now, the

membership is good
through December
1998.

Please call Woodis
Booraem, 257-0365

rn has been restored and returned to

the Old School Baptist Church cemetery.

Membership
by Woodis Booraem

IN MEMORIAM
Four members have
passed away during the
1997 year:

s de
GLADYS BOORAEM
BENN -

A lifelong resident,
she was a direct descen-
dant of Samuel Willett,
founder of South River.
Gladys was a former
Trustee of the Historical
Society and served as
the Grand Marshal of
the parade as part of the
275th Anniversary of
the founding of South
River in 1995.

Rk
DR. MAXWELL
GOLDEN -

Raised in South
River, he was a former
President of the Lions
Club, and was active in
dental organizations
and the Boy Scouts.
“Max” served as the

school dentist for 40
years and retired after
50 years in practice.

Xk
JAMES
FAIRWEATHER -

Retired from DuPont
Photo Products in Par-
lin, he was chairperson
of the South River Local
Assistance Board and
was on the Board of Di-
rectors of “Elijah’s
Promise” which is a
soup kitchen in New
Brunswick.

kkk
KATHERINE R.
SPAULSBURY -

Kate was a lifelong
resident of South River
and worked for many
years at Personal Prod-
ucts. She came out of
retirement to work in
the office of Dr. William
Allgair.

SR’s

The Society’s exhibit at
the Craft Fair & Car
Rally on Main Street drew
considerable attention.
Sales of the ‘98 calendars
(66), 275th Anniversary
Books, and other memo-
rabilia amounted to $600.

The Armstrong Album
of 1895-1905 photos of
South River drew con-
stant attention. Duplicate
copies allowed more visi-

Craft Fair - October 4

tors to our table the op-
portunity to enjoy the al-
bum.

The latest acquired ar-
tifact was displayed. It
was a small forge and
blower used in J.C.
Boehm’s Blacksmith &
Wheelwright Shop which
was located at the corner
of Washington and Gor-
don Streets as early as the
1890’s. The forge had

been donated to the Soci-
ety by Robert and Ruth
Dane just before their
move to Florida.

Doris Miller, a Seciety
member, was pleased to
display her 1966 Chevy
Nova alongside the Soci-
ety’s table.

Thanks Doris and to
all who stopped by our
table to make a purchase
and share a memory.
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UPDATE OLD SCHOOL BAPTIST CHURCH

On November 19,
1991, the Old School
Baptist Church was
placed on the New Jer-
sey Register of Historic
Places. On January 7,
1992, it was placed on
the National Register of
Historic Places.
SUCCESS AT LAST!

Now the task of reha-
bilitation, restoration
and preservation...

Through the contin-
ued efforts of our orga-
nization, the Mayor and
Council hired Herbert
J. Githens, historical ar-
chitect, of Montclair,
New Jersey to prepare
an historical survey of
the site and seek funds
from the NJ Historic
Trust through a Match-
ing Grant Application.

Success came in July
1995, when we were no-
tified that our applica-
tion to the NJ Historic
Trust had been ap-
proved. The Borough of

South River and the NJ -

Historic Trust would
equally fund the renova-
tions to the site in the
amount of $420,000.
The process of final-
izing plans, drawings,
and details of the actual
work to be done had be-
gun. After many
meetings- one of which
was attend by this

by Robert Rafano

writer and other mem-
bers of our Society- with
the NJ Historic Trust,
the project plans re-
ceived final approval
from the NJ Historic
Trust. The Borough
was authorized to seek
competitive bids to start

the project.

END OF GOOD
NEWS,

NOW FOR THE
BAD NEWS!

It was difficult get-
ting contractors with
preservation experience
to bid the job. After
much hard work by
Herb Githens, the Bor-
ough received three bids
for the project. One bid

was almost twice the

amount of funds autho-
rized. It was in excess of
$700,000. None of the
bids submitted were
even close to the
$420,000 allocated for
OSBC renovation com-
pletion.

PROBLEM: A per-
centage of the Trust
funds must be used be-
fore the end of this cal-
endar year or we lose
the grant money.

Through the cooper-
ative efforts of the
Mayor, Council and
Herb Githens and with
the persistent encour-
agement of this writer,

the project could be ex-
cised that did not neces-
sarily require signifi-
cant historic experience
to complete.

On October 29,
1997, the Mayor and
Council awarded the
contract for the instal-
lation of a new roof,
repair to the king truss, s——————
construction of a new =
mechanical shed and  _ _ ~
demolition of portions = Y7
of the inside. It is nec-
essary that all of this
work be done before the -
end of this year. st

Mr. Githens is cur- 1€
rently seeking autho-.
rization for additional
funds from the NJ His-
toric Trust.

To end on a brighter
note, the restoration of
the Frazee urn has been
completed and the urn
and fencing have been
returned to its site in
the cemetery behind
the OSBC. We must
seriously think of mov-
ing the urn into the
building in order to
preserve it for the fu-
ture.

Let’s all keep work- P
ing together and let’s
hope that 1998 is the
year we see the OSBC
completed and our mu-
seum opened.
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The Annual Meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 19 at 7:00 p.m..

SHOPPING?

Here are some shopping ideas for people who love
South River.

275 Anniversary Book - $15.00
1998 Calendar - $5.00
Holiday Ball - $6.00

(34

All of the items are on sale at:
Main Street Florist, 181Main Street
Rafano and Wood, 129 Main Street

Edward’s Barber Shop, 76 Main Street

_r South River Pharmacy, 123 Main Street
. Designer and Consignor Boutique, 54 Main Street




